
SECOND MATS ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE SUCCESS
A big thank you to everyone who supported the second annual 
MATS conference held at Leeds in April. With over 140 attendees 
and 14 exhibitors it was a great opportunity for MATS to share its 
plans and goals, to hear from industry experts and to network 
amongst colleagues. 

Alan Trueman, Chair, outlined the vision for MATS over the next two years. 

This is centred round 4 keys areas of industry engagement, safe structures, 

people and equipment. An initial focus area is ensuring the training 

provided for people working at height in our industry is to a consistent 

standard. We also heard from the oil and gas industry initiative to better 

control dropped objects – DROPS. They have some great material  

freely available on their website so take a look. MATS are now a member  

of DROPS and we will share new information and ideas on our website.

WELCOME
The Mast and Tower Safety Group is an industry forum for owners 
and operators of masts and towers in the UK used for broadcast and 
telecommunications. The group’s main purpose is to provide Health 
and Safety /RF guidance to the industry.

This newsletter provides an update on recently published guidance, 

current issues, and what’s on the horizon.

SUMMER 2018

THOUGHTS FROM 
THE CHAIR…
It seems like a really busy and  
exciting time for the MATS Group 
at the moment- I would have to ask 
my predecessor Tony Taylor, if this 
level of busy is normal! Since the last 
newsletter, we have had our second 
annual conference that was well 
attended and I hope well received. 
These events are an important part of 
our strategy to become ‘the voice of 
the industry’ from a safety perspective 
and we appreciate the engagement 
on behalf of speakers, exhibitors and 
attendees in making them a success. 
Preparations for the 2019 event are 
already under way so keep an eye on 
our website and Linkedin for updates 
including speaker, sponsor and 
exhibitor opportunities. 

We also continue to progress with the 
transition of ‘ownership’ of the industry 
work at height training standards and 
you will find more information on this 
within the newsletter. 

Industry engagement is improving 
and we have increased followers on 
Linkedin by almost 500 in the last 4 
months. A social media presence is 
critical to drive people to our website 
and important developments such 
as our new consultative approach to 
producing guidance documents. 
As ever, we welcome your feedback on 
this newsletter and anything else MATS 
related and we can be contacted at 
enquiries@matsgroup.info

Keep Safe,
Alan Trueman
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TRAINING

The requirement for climbing and mast rescue training to meet the MATS 
defined minimum standard is now in place. If you want your training 
certificate to be accepted on MATS member controlled sites you need to 
ensure your training provider is complying with this new requirement. In the 
next two months we will send out the required content for rooftop and radio-
frequency training with a deadline for compliance. 

We are currently working with EUSR who will provide assurance around 
the quality and content of training and training facilities in the future. We 
hope that EUSR will be out auditing training providers by December 2018 
but the MATS Group needs to help EUSR understand the Knowledge, 
Understanding and Skills requirements that underpin each learning element 
before they can audit against the standards. 

A couple of FAQs we have been asked recently in relation to the 
training proposition:-

Question:  
Can Training Providers use the MATS logo on their website and 
certificates
Answer: Yes if they were previously an ‘approved’ training provider to a 
MATS group member AND if they have changed their climbing and rescue 
courses to reflect the new standards (only climbing and mast rescue sent out 
at this point)

Question:  
Will a ‘combined’ climbing and rescue certificate be acceptable in 
future?

Answer: Yes on the basis that both the initial and revalidation climber and 
rescue training will be combined and there will no longer be the requirement 
to undertake a separate stand alone climbing course every 3 years. 

The requirement for climbing and mast rescue training to meet the 
MATS defined minimum standard is now in place.

INDUSTRY 
NEWS
Part of our strategy at MATS is 
to create collaborative links with 
other relevant industry bodies. 

We are currently in discussions 
with the Access Industry Forum to 
work together to provide guidance 
on working safely near Radio 
frequency. MATS have contributed 
to the draft British Standard BS 
8460 Code of Practice on Safe 
Use of MEWPs specifically around 
their use near Radio frequency. 
The document was last published 
in 2005. This will enable workers 
outside the telecommunications 
and broadcast industry to better 
understand the hazards of Radio 
Frequency.

Representatives from MATS 
are joining upcoming IPAF 
(International Powered Access 
Federation) professional 
development seminars to share 
what we do and help forge closer 
working relationships.

An all-party parliamentary group 
has been established to discuss 
work at height. Their first report is 
likely to be available in the autumn. 
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SPYDER is a wireless infrastructure 
owner and developer. 

We are a privately-owned business 
to business enterprise, the directors 
and staff have a commercial property 
background and over 30 years’ 
experience specialising in wireless 
network development. SPYDER work 
with all the UK MNO’s and at all levels 
of the property industry from individual 
property owners to national and 
global commercial property owning 
organisations. For the property owner, 
we provide a fully managed solution 
with the comfort that the owners core 
business activities, health & safety and 
public relations are at the forefront of 
our thinking.

For the MNO we have a comprehensive 
understanding of the technical and 

commercial requirements of network 
development and the SPYDER fully 
managed turnkey process from design 
and planning to construction and 
on-going management, realises the 
shortest possible time-scale from 
nomination to ready for use. We have 
developed a bespoke Site Finder on 
line tool for an MNO or acquisition 
agent to match site requirements with 
wireless infrastructure opportunities and 
our on-line Permit Access application 
manages MNO access requests to 
minimise network downtime and keep 
property owners and core business 
managers aware of engineer visits to 
their property. 

www.spydersites.co.uk 
www.linkedin.com/company/spyder-
facilities-ltd 

NEW MEMBERS
The MATS GROUP has recently welcomed two new members – Spyder and 
Shared Access and looks forward to the experience and contribution they can 
make to the group moving forward. 

Shared Access are an independent 
owner and operator of shared 
wireless communications 
infrastructure, leasing space on 
our sites to different Mobile 
Network Operators. 
We have a portfolio of over 50,000 
site locations across the UK and 
Ireland that has been developed 
through partnerships with leading 
sporting organisations. We work with 
our partners to focus our investment 
into their members’ facilities 
whilst delivering well located 
shared wireless communication 
infrastructure solutions for our 

Mobile Network Operator 
customers. Our investment strategy 
includes the development and build 
of conventional shared towers, 
floodlight schemes with integrated 
antenna systems, and In Building 
/ Distributed Antenna Systems. 
Additionally, we offer landlords with 
existing Mobile Network Operators 
on their land an opportunity to turn 
their rental income into a non-
refundable upfront cash lump sum.

www.sharedaccess.com

Learning 
from Serious 
Events
In the Spring Edition of the MATS 
Newsletter we made reference to 
a valuable source of intelligence 
regarding telecommunications/
broadcast fatalities within the 
United States and the Rest of The 
World at www.wirelessestimator.
com/content/fatalities

We argued the importance of being 
across this information and looking 
at other available other sources in 
order to understand the causative 
factors behind fatalities which 
should enable us to implement 
appropriate controls BEFORE 
something happens here in the UK.

We have recently identified further 
sources of information which may 
be of direct relevance (i.e. lessons 
can be learned due to common 
hazards) or are of relevance due 
to the mature systems in place for 
reporting and sharing of incident 
information.

CROSS (Confidential Reporting On 
Structural Safety) is a confidential 
safety reporting scheme around 
structural failure, which was 
established to capture and share 
lessons learned which might 
not otherwise have had formal 
recognition https://www.structural-
safety.org/

The MAIB (Marine Accident 
Investigation Branch) produces 
an excellent annual report that 
reports on accidents and resultant 
recommendations from Marine 
events from across the world 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/marine-accident-
investigation-branch

The MATS Group could be the 
vehicle for better recording of 
accidents and high potential near 
miss events within our industry but 
would only be effective through 
high industry engagement and 
buy-in. Please check out the 
aforementioned sites and let us 
know your thoughts on this.
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The MATS Group may be  
contacted by email at:  
enquiries@matsgroup.info.

Useful Links
National Register of RF Workers:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/ 
activity/mds/projects/HaPS/IOEM/
rf-register/index.aspx

IOSH Communications 
and Media Group:  
www.iosh.co.uk/Membership/ 
Our-membership-network/ 
Our-Groups Communications- 
and-Media-Group.aspx

New and Revised Guidance
New guidance has just been published on method statements and risk 
assessments GN-018. It provides a good overview of issues to consider when 
developing work at height method statements.

In line with feedback from the MATS conference, we did invite comment and 
consult on this new guidance document but we received limited feedback. 

Follow us on

www.linkedin.com/company/
mats-group

MATS Group  
Members
MATS members include: 

• Air-wave Motorola Solutions  
• Arqiva  
• Babcock  
• BT  
• Cellnex Telecom (Shere) 
• CTIL  
• EE  
• GCHQ 
• KCOM Group  
• MoD  
• NATS  
• National Crime Agency  
• Network Rail Telecom  
• O2 Telefonica 
• Shared Access 
• SPYDER 
• Wireless Infrastructure Group (WIG) 
• Vodafone 

Newsletter
Look out for the next MATS Group 
newsletter in Autumn 2018 and if 
you have any articles for inclusion 
please email steve@ab700.co.uk

MATS  
Conference 
2019
Following the success of the 
inaugural 2017 MATS Conference 
and the 2018 follow up event, the 
MATS Group is now inviting interest 
from potential sponsors, speakers 
and exhibitors for our next event 
which will be held in the Midlands 
in April 2019. 

Speaker proposal forms and 
information on sponsor/exhibitor 
packages available on request from 
enquiries@matsgroup.info

Consultations
The draft of the ICNIRP Guidelines on Limiting Exposure to Time-Varying 
Electric, Magnetic and Electromagnetic Fields (100 kHz to 300 GHz) is now 
available for public consultation on the ICNIRP website. The consultation 
process ends on 9 October 2018.  

Our engineers and climbers work 
in some privileged places from 
being out on a tower overlooking 
a busy metropolis to working 
1000ft up a mast overlooking 
our green and pleasant land. 
Please send your best photos to 
us so that (with your permission) 
we can share online and we will 
judge the best of these at the 
2019 MATS conference.

PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION
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