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NOTES
FROM THE
CHAIR…

Hi everyone, it’s been exciting times
for the MATS group of late. I really
enjoyed the conference and I hope
those of you who attended did
too. Two years in the making and
it went well. Great exhibitor stands
and some excellent speakers who I
would like to thank. It was the last
year of Virtua being our headline
sponsor so thank you for all the
years of support. A special thank you
goes to the MATS team especially
Steve and Stewart.

The MATS conference 2022 was over 2 years in the
planning due to the pandemic and finally took place on
26th April 2022 at the Coventry Building Society Arena.
This was our biggest conference to date and the exhibitors were in
a much bigger area than we had used previously. This enabled us to
have more exhibitors and more space for delegates to move around.
Apart from some logistical issues with the venue due to building works,
the feedback from the conference and from exhibitors and delegates
I spoke to throughout the day, the conference was a great success. It
was great to be able to return to face-to-face events and see so many
people.
It is with thanks to our sponsors, especially our gold sponsor, Virtua, that
the event was even possible. Thanks to all our sponsors and volunteers
who helped make the event a success. From health and wellbeing
during and post COVID, 5g H&S risks and impact on structures and the
EUSR updates, our guest speakers gave their time to share knowledge
and experience with the industry. The mock interview under caution
with Nick Wilson and Worknest (and our MATS volunteers) went down
particularly well, highlighting how they work and
what to expect. Definitely food for thought to
ensure we do what we say and document it too.
MATS have reviewed the feedback received and
are already starting to look at planning the next
conference. See you at the next one!
Stewart Mardle, MATS Chair (2020/21)

We reached another milestone with
LinkedIn reaching 4,160 followers
which is amazing for a volunteer
group so please continue to spread
the word. Finally, MATS have
decided to formalise our group
which will broaden our membership
and cement our guidance and allow
more new initiatives. It also means
we can bring the industry up and
down the supply chain closer and
make you more of a part of what we
do, look out for more information
soon.
For now, take care and look forward
to the next time we meet.

Andrew Alexander
MATS Chair
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Thank you to
Wireless
Infrastructure
Group (WIG)

WELCOME TO THE LATEST
MATS MEMBER

We’re Northern Powergrid, the company responsible for the
electricity network that powers everyday life for 8 million
customers across 3.9 million homes and businesses in the
North East, Yorkshire and northern Lincolnshire.

We are grateful to MATS Member
WIG for sponsoring the snoods
we distributed at the MATS
Conference 2022.
If you would like to be involved in
the next conference, please email
conference@matsgroup.info

MATS to form
Company Limited by
Guarantee (CLG)
Due to the continuing development
of the MATS Group and following
a lengthy consultation period with
members and expert legal advice
the MATS Group has concluded
that the most appropriate course is
to form a separate legal entity – a
CLG.
Over the next few months, the
Group will be working with
specialist solicitors to formalise the
Group by the end of 2022.

MATS Group
Linkedin Follower
Shows Rapid Growth
The number of followers to our
LinkedIn page continues to grow
and smashed the 4000 milestone
in April 2022. Thank you for your
continued support of the Group.

We do more than ‘keeping the lights on’. We deliver new connections,
enable economic growth, power businesses and communities and support
the transition to a low carbon future as our region and the UK decarbonises
to reach net zero.
We’re working to create a greener energy system for our customers through
investment in smart technology and innovation.
On joining MATS, Ian Allenby, Telecoms Lead Engineer at Northern
Powergrid, said: “Operating almost 200 Telecoms structures throughout
our region, we are able to provide a secure and resilient communications
network for the business. This enables us to provide connectivity for some of
the most remote green generation sites and substations to our state of the
art Smart Grid System. We also offer site sharing facilities to other Telecoms
providers ensuring the environmental impact of their developing networks is
kept to a minimum”
The MATS Group are pleased to welcome Northern Powergrid and look
forward to them contributing to our mission of improving working at height
safety standards.

VACANCY - Freelance Support &
Operations Coordinator
The MATS Group is now looking for a freelance Support &
Operations Co-ordinator for approximately 30 hours per month.
For job description and further details please contact
steve@ab700.co.uk

2

CELL TOWER INSPECTIONS
BY ROBOTS
A new spin-out company from the University of Leeds
Real Robotics laboratory, Acuity Robotics
www.acuityrobotics.co.uk), has built two of the world’s
smallest untethered robots for internal and external
inspection of cell towers.
The robots, named Squirrel and Stoat, can climb metallic surfaces and
capturing various data and imagery as they climb. The robots are driven
by an operator with a heads-up display which enables real time vision of
what the robot is seeing. Unlike drone’s robots are able to deployed in
all mast locations and all weathers, and have the key advantage of being
attached to the infrastructure so can gather physical data rather than just
imagery.
Most importantly, however, whilst there is always great interest in the
concept and opportunity that robots present the real value lies in the
data captured that can enable a more up to date and comprehensive
asset database to be maintained as well as leverage latest computer
technologies, such as machine learning, to build predicative maintenance
schedules on each asset. The company has built an asset deployment
and management dashboard called ARIID (Acuity Robotics Infrastructure
Insights Dashboard) and is working on the ability to deliver digital twins of
assets.
Internal inspections are carried out by Stoat, which is a small and
lightweight (1.6kg) robot that is designed to move in a concave
environment and has a battery operating time of 30 minutes. It
can deploy with a 1080p HD camera, a thermal camera, an inertial
measurement unit (IMU) sensor and a powerful LED light. This robot
enables engineers to see in detail what is happening inside a mast, be it
cable runs, blockages and condition of the infrastructure be it rust or weld
integrity.
External inspections are carried out by a six wheeled robot, Squirrel, that
is highly manoeuvrable to enable it to overcome obstacles such as bands
and U bolts. It has a camera turret that enables it look round corners
and into restricted view areas as well as provide line of sight imagery.
The robot weighs 4.1kg, a battery life of 70 minutes and is driven by an
operator using a heads-up display. It can carry various payloads including
a HD and thermal cameras as well as IMU and EMAT (ultrasonic thickness
gauge).
The potential for robots to reduce risks to engineers when climbing as
well as to support them in providing real time data on infrastructure which
can then feed a predicative maintenance schedule is huge. The company
is now running several field trials and BT is a development partner for the
telecoms sector. If you would like to trial the robots, then get in touch
with Matthew Hopkinson m.hopkinson@acuityrobotics.co.uk
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GRAVITY GROUP
(SOUTH AFRICA) ATTEND
MATS CONFERENCE 2022
Gravity Group travelled from South Africa to attend the Mast and Tower
Safety Group (MATS) Conference this year and the visit is featured in their
latest internal newsletter.
We are pleased they had a successful trip to the UK and hopefully we will
see you again in 2023!

MATS
GROUP
MEMBERS
MATS members include:
• Airwave Motorola Solutions
• Arqiva
• Babcock
• BT
• Cellnex UK Ltd
• Cornerstone
• Freshwave Group
• MBNL
• MoD
• NATS
• National Crime Agency
• Network Rail Telecom
• Northern Powergrid

Hannah Williams, Charity Manager attended our quarterly
meeting in May and gave a presentation to MATS on the
background and excellent work of the No Falls Foundation.
We look forward to working closely with this new
organisation to improve awareness of working at height
safety.
For more information about the charity please see:
www.nofallsfoundation.org

• O2 Telefonica
• Shared Access
• Wireless Infrastructure Group (WIG)
• WPD Telecoms
• Vodafone

CALL FOR CONFERENCE
SPONSORS AND EXHIBITORS
If you are a supplier and would like to get involved with the next
MATS Conference we would be delighted to hear from you!
This year’s event at the Coventry Building Society Arena attracted
over 300 delegates and over 40 exhibitors.
Please email your details to register your interest to
conference@matsgroup.info

Follow us on
The MATS Group may be
contacted by email at:
enquiries@matsgroup.info

www.linkedin.com/company/
mats-group
Now over 4170 followers
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