
The iconic BT Tower was the venue for the latest MATS meeting 
in London. Attendance was high with no fewer than 14 seperate 
organisations represented. At the meeting MATS operations and 
support co-ordinator Steve Allbones was presented with a leaving 
gift as he steps down from the role at the end of December. 

The current MATS Chair (R) and four 
former MATS Chairs with Steve Allbones. 
L-R Stewart Mardle, Alan Trueman, 
Steve Allbones, Sally Ford, 
Andy Alexander

Annica Prince, Sally 
Ford, Elly Smith, Steve 
Allbones, Eileen Roddis.

Steve Allbones was presented 
with a leaving gift from MATS 
after supporting the Group for 
nearly seven years.

MATS QUARTERLY MEETING 
– NOVEMBER 

WINTER 2022

Hello everyone, as we get closer to 
marking the end of another year I must 
ask where 2022 went? The MATS group 
had one main objective for this year, 
which was to formalise the group. 
This has been quite an involved process 
which is nearly concluded. I am looking 
forward to welcoming the suppliers 
from the industry into the MATS group 
as associate members, once we are fully 
registered, so we can collectively work 
on making our industry even safer. 
It will be the first thing we do next!

Until then, and as we move forward 
into winter, please take your time when 
driving and working. The importance 
of assessing what you do and taking 
into account all the conditions is more 
important than ever. Please stay safe 
and I wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and very Happy New Year.

Andrew Alexander 
MATS Chair

CALLING ALL BUDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Send us your best winter 
scene pictures related to 
masts and towers so we 
can share on our website 
and social medial channels.
Send your picture to 
dave.edwards@matsgroup.info 
stating where and when 
the picture was taken and 
that you own the copyright 
and give MATS Group 
permission to use.

NOTES 
FROM THE
CHAIR…
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NEW ROOFTOP WORKER SCHEME – LAUNCH UPDATE

CUT & PASTE - THE GENERIC WAY

The MATS approved Rooftop 
Worker – Safety & Access course 
has been launched by EUSR and 
training providers are submitting their 
applications to become approved 
training providers.

From the 1st January 2023 any new 
Rooftop Worker training, or refresher 
training, should be undertaken 
using the new Energy & Utility Skills 
Rooftop Worker – Safety & Access 
scheme. Based on this, it will then 
be 1st January 2026 before the only 
certification in use across industry will 
be the new scheme as existing Roof 
worker certificates will continue to be 
recognised for their 3-year duration.

The scheme is the second instalment 
in a new series developed by EUSR 
in partnership with the MATS group, 
with the first focussed on Basic Tower 
Climbing & Rescue. It recognises 
the underpinning knowledge and 
skills required to climb fixed ladders, 
access flat roof tops, use personal fall 
protection equipment, work safely 
whilst on the roof top as well as rescue 
considerations. Upon successful 
completion of the training and 
assessment, an individual will receive 
a Rooftop Worker EUSR registration, 
which can be verified quickly and 

easily by site managers. The one-day 
Rooftop Worker course is then valid 
for three years. 

As with the previous scheme, EUSR 
will co-ordinate with MATS reviews of 
how the course delivery is progressing 
and will consider changes as and 
when required.
To find out more about the scheme, or 
how you can be approved to deliver 
it, please contact Lucy Ritchie on 
07850 203755 or lucy.ritchie@euskills.
co.uk and consider the link to the 
EUSR website. https://www.eusr.co.uk/
schemes-programmes/rooftop-worker

The Rooftop Worker – Safety 
& Access scheme is a one day 
programme.

It is delivered in one day where both 
knowledge and practical elements are 
assessed and consists of the following 
units:

•  Understanding legislation and 
safety standards

•  Managing common hazards
•  Assessing risk
•  Using harnesses
•  Using fall arrest lanyards
•  Using fixed fall arrest and restraint 

systems
•  Using work positioning lanyards 

or similar equipment
•  Selecting appropriate anchor 

points
•  Setting up and using temporary 

work restraint systems
•  Working with edge protection 

systems
•  Using additional fall protection 

equipment
•  Consideration of emergencies 

and rescue arrangements
•  Suspension syncope awareness
•  Lifting and lowering kit
•  Demonstrating climbing 

techniques on fixed ladders
• EUSR RegistrationTony Taylor – BT & MATS

As a site provider, 
you may be 
surprised to know 
that we Cellnex UK, 
receive in excess 
of eight hundred, 
site access requests 
each day. Many of 

the requests are for business as usual 
(BAU) activities, that require no in 
depth intervention.

However, a high number of site access 
requests involve what we would 
class as high risk activities; working 
at height, electrical works and lifting 
operations to name but a few.

Over time and probably due to the 
modern ways of working, we are 
consistently seeing poor quality risk 
assessments and method statements 
(RAMS). The generic way now 
seems to be the norm, whereby 
information is cut and pasted from 
one document to the next, without 
consideration for the specific activities 
being undertaken. We are seeing an 

increase in basic information errors; 
addresses and site ID’s not matching, 
wrong dates and wrong names.

As a long term safety professional, I 
have used generic risk assessments 
many times in my past. However, 
I have only ever used generic 
documents for repetitive activities, 
where the associated hazards and risk 
control measures, rarely change.

For site specific high risk activities, it 
is expected to demonstrate a high 
quality of information for each task 
and many times we have seen site 
access RAMS submitted with basic 
information missing e.g. no lift plan for 
a lifting operation, no detailed welfare 
or emergency arrangements etc.

As well as bad habits, it could also 
be argued that those managing 
safety within the supply chain are 
disengaged from their operations and 
have very little input into reviewing 
site access RAMS, before they are 
submitted.

Our responsibilities dictate, that 
as safety professionals we aim to 
prevent harm and this is of paramount 
importance to us all, who own and 
manage the telecoms estates.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
plead to all safety professionals, to be 
involved in the RAMS review process, 
to not only ensure that the necessary 
controls are in place to prevent harm, 
but to also adopt the first-time right 
approach, to prevent RAMS being 
rejected, lengthening the time to gain 
site access approval.

No matter the complexity of the task, 
the basic principles of risk assessment 
remain clear; identify hazards, assess 
and control the associated risks.

Simon Neal CMIOSH AIEMA
Head Of SHE UK at Cellnex
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WINTER VEHICLE 
SAFETY CHECKS

MEET THE 
NEW MATS  
CO-ORDINATOR -  
DAVID EDWARDSIt’s important to understand how 

electric cars work differently than 
normal petrol vehicles. 
The cold temperatures greatly affect 
battery capacity, charging and overall 
efficiency

There are a few important ways to 
prepare your car before you set off 
on your commute or trip in winter.
These include preheating your car 
before driving and keeping the car 
in a warm place at night.

David is a Health 
& Safety Officer 
/ Auditor. He 
is experienced 
in Logistics, 
Operations 
& Health and 
Safety. Starting 
his career within 
the Royal Signals 
in the British 
Army in the 
1980’s.
After leaving the Army he has 
gained experience in varying roles 
within Operations Warehousing & 
Logistics from the Food Industry to 
planning and overseeing deliveries 
of large machining centers to 
companies within the UK.
Prior to July 2020 before being 
made redundant he worked for a 
Waste Recycling Company within 
a small team as their Health & 
Safety Officer looking after 400+ 
employees across 7 sites within the 
English Mainland.
In September 2020 David took up 
a role as an external auditor for a 
H&S Consultancy Company which 
carried out unannounced Health & 
Safety visits & Site Supervision for 
Telecommunications companies 
which has given him a good insight 
into the industry. David joined the 
MATS Team in October 2022.

MATS member formerly known as WPD 
Telecoms is now National Grid Telecoms
 “Networking is what we do: we join data 
technology in a variety of ways to deliver 
truly connected, bespoke communications 
solutions that not only meet your needs but 
exceed your expectations”.
 Find out more about National Grid Telecoms 
at https://telecoms.nationalgrid.co.uk

Use the camera on your smart phone to reach 
the full suite of free MATS Guidance Notes.

QUICK LINKS

C2 General

Fuel Oil

Tyre  
tread

Tyre 
pressure

LightsScreen 
wash

Safety Checks

Tyre Tread
It is a legal 
requirement that 
each of your 
tyres has a 
minimum tread 
depth of 1.6mm.

Tyre Pressure
Driving with low 
or high tyre 
pressure can 
adversely affect 
your braking, 
steering, fuel & 
the life of
your tyre.

Fuel
Always keep your fuel 
tank at least one 
quarter full to avoid 
running out on your 
journey. This will 
prevent breaking down 
on a busy road
putting yourself
And others in 
danger.

Oil
Maintaining the 
correct oil level 
is essential to 
prevent your 
engine from 
seizing up and 
breaking
down.

Screen Wash
To ensure you have good visibility, 
always keep your screen wash topped 
up so you can clear any debris or dirt 
off your windscreen.

Lights
Your lights are not only essential for you, they are 
also essential for other drivers to understand your 
direction of travel and how you intend to 
manoeuvre.

MATS Guidance Notes

Dropped Objects 
Training Videos



Follow us on The MATS Group LinkedIn page 
continues to grow and currently 
boast over 4370 followers. Make 

sure you keep up to date with 
MATS and follow our page.

MATS  
GROUP  
MEMBERS
MATS members include:

• Airwave Motorola Solutions 

• Arqiva

• Babcock

• BT

• Cellnex UK Ltd

• Cornerstone

• Freshwave Group

• MBNL 

• MoD

• NATS

• National Crime Agency

• National Grid Telecoms

• Network Rail Telecom

• Northern Powergrid

• O2 Telefonica

• Shared Access

• Wireless Infrastructure Group (WIG)

• Vodafone
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HIGH DEMAND 
FOR MATS 2023 
CONFERENCE 
EXHIBITOR 
STANDS

SAVE THE DATE - WEDNESDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2023

We are very grateful for Mitie 
Telecoms for sponsoring our 
conference which will take place at 
the Coventry Building Society Arena 
on Wednesday 27th September 
2023.

Why attend?

Engage with the most experienced 
and influential Mast & Tower Safety 
community.

Learn how to use new technologies 
to improve safety, efficiency, reduce 
waste and cost.

Consult with industry experts before 
you make equipment decisions.

Visit numerous expert suppliers in 
one room.

Network with attendees and see 
how they are addressing present 
challenges in the workplace.

Collaborate with users and suppliers 
to advance applications for safety 
technologies

Confirmed exhibitors so far:

• Arco
• Never Let Go (NLG)
• George Taylor
• Swann Engineering
• Viavi
• Petzl
• Staysafe Lone Worker
• Nationwide Platforms
• 3M
• Commhoist
• FLI
• Trylon
• Marlow Ropes
• Maser Comms
• MSA
• Harken
• Link Microtek
• Heightec
• Elev8
• Xenith Heights
For more information 
and exhibitor packs email 
conference@matsgroup.info

The MATS Group may be contacted by email at: enquiries@matsgroup.info


